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land. On the volcano, at 9000 feet, they were found along the edges of
the cornfields, next to the underbrush, where Peromyscus was extremely
abundant.
Oryzomys alfaroi saturatior (Merriam)
Dusky Rice Rat
The dusky rice rat is a small dark-colored form, similar to 0. a.
angusticeps but smaller and darker. The general color of typical speci-
mens is cinnamon brown, heavily mixed with black on upper parts; top
of head and mid-dorsal area blackish; under parts varying from white to
ochraceous buff; chin and throat more or less whitish; feet brownish to
toes; toes dull yellowish.
The dark colors of 0. a. saturatior appear to be due to environmental
conditions. The areas inhabited by this form are heavily forested and
excessively humid.
The dusky rice rat, so far as I know, has hitherto been recorded only
from the type locality in northern Chiapas. The discovery of this form
in central and eastern Guatemala has thus materially extended its known
range much farther south. Specimens taken in the tropical forest at
Chimoxan and Sepacuite are probably near typical 0. a. saturatior.
Specimens from La Primavera and El Soche about fifteen miles south-
east of Coban are somewhat brighter colored than the latter but are
similar in general characters.
MEASUREMENTS.-Average of five specimens from Chimoxan, El
Soche, and La Primavera: total length, 209.4 mm. (218-204); length of
tail vertebrae, 103.4 mm. (112-95); length of hind foot, 26 mm. (27-25);
ear, 14 mm. (14-14).
NUMBER OF SPECIMENS.-9: Chimoxan, 3; El Soche, 3; Sepacuite,
1; La Primavera, 2.
FIELD NOTES.-Found only in or along the grasslands, near culti-
vated lands.
Oryzomys fulvescens fulvescens (Saussure)
Vera Cruz Pygmy Rice Rat
The Vera Cruz pygmy rice rat is a very small, long-tailed, widely
distributed form, similar in size and general superficial characters to
certain species of genus Reithrodontomys, but readily recognized from the
latter by the absence of grooves on the upper incisor teeth. The Guate-
mala specimens of 0. f. fulvescens are ochraceous buff moderately dark-
ened by blackish hairs on upper parts, clearest and brightest on rump,
paler on cheeks and sides; under parts varying from white to buffy;
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Chimoxan and Sepacuite are probably near typical 0. a. saturatior.
Specimens from La Primavera and El Soche about fifteen miles south-
east of Coban are somewhat brighter colored than the latter but are
similar in general characters.
MEASUREMENTS.-Average of five specimens from Chimoxan, El
Soche, and La Primavera: total length, 209.4 mm. (218-204); length of
tail vertebrae, 103.4 mm. (112-95); length of hind foot, 26 mm. (27-25);
ear, 14 mm. (14-14).
NUMBER OF SPECIMENS.-9: Chimoxan, 3; El Soche, 3; Sepacuite,
1; La Primavera, 2.
FIELD NOTES.-Found only in or along the grasslands, near culti-
vated lands.
Oryzomys fulvescens fulvescens (Saussure)
Vera Cruz Pygmy Rice Rat
The Vera Cruz pygmy rice rat is a very small, long-tailed, widely
distributed form, similar in size and general superficial characters to
certain species of genus Reithrodontomys, but readily recognized from the
latter by the absence of grooves on the upper incisor teeth. The Guate-
mala specimens of 0. f. fulvescens are ochraceous buff moderately dark-
ened by blackish hairs on upper parts, clearest and brightest on rump,
paler on cheeks and sides; under parts varying from white to buffy;
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